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INTRODUCTION

The Association of Wall and Ceiling
Industries of Australia & New Zealand (AWCI)
is committed, on behalf of its members to
contributing positively to safety in the
workplace, and to reducing the occupational
risk caused by inadequate job planning and
inappropriate work methods and practices.

Delivery, handling and storage of
plasterboard flat sheets must comply with the
relevant commonwealth, state and territory
laws, statutes and codes.

Care must be taken to ensure that all persons
entering a site know about and are instructed
in site rules, safety procedures and potential
on-site risks. All on-site personnel must have
undergone Industry Induction Training.
AWCI’s OH&S primer It’s not a Board Game
contains the relevant induction program

Injuries can occur in areas such as the back
or shoulder; muscles can be strained, joints
can be sprained, and abdominal hernias can
occur. Some such injuries can lead to
chronic pain.

Manually handling unstable, unbalanced or
difficult to grasp loads is recognised as being
especially hazardous.

Falling or toppling objects can injure, and are
a hazard on building sites.

Care must be taken to secure all loose or
stacked building material such as
plasterboard sheets and the like against
toppling or eventualities such as wind.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the AWCI Guide to the Safe
Delivery & On-site Storage of Plasterboard
(the Guide) is to minimize hazards associated
with the delivery and on site storage of
plasterboard, and to identify safe and
approved procedures, and processes to be
used in the proper delivery and storage of
plasterboard to site. The Guide has
application to both the Commercial and
Residential construction site.

The Guide is NOT a guarantee against a
hazardous occurrence. Indeed, compliance
with the Guide will not, of itself, absolve the
relevant parties of legal liability. However,
compliance with the Guide by relevant parties
will demonstrate adherence to the industry’s
current agreed standards. It does represent
an approach to demonstrating a safe
workplace.

BACKGROUND

The wall & ceiling industries are conscious of,
and concerned for, the safe on-site delivery
and storage of plasterboard.
Experience has shown that improperly
handled and stored, plasterboard represents
a safety hazard. Manual handling (i.e.
including hanging) of plasterboard can
constitute a hazard and, in the extreme
situation, the dislodgement of insecure stored
plasterboard has been known to topple over,
and injure people.

Every site principal, builder and plastering
contractor has a duty of care to ensure the
provision of a safe workplace. The failure to
provide such a safe workplace is an offence
punishable with severe penalties.
Compliance with this Guide will assist in
demonstrating that you have exercised
proper ‘duty of care’.

This Guide has been adopted by AWCI
members – plasterboard manufacturers,
distributors, and contractors – as
representing the necessary standard to be
followed in the delivery storage and handling
of plasterboard on both commercial and
residential building sites.

A PLASTER READY SITE
To a large degree, the safe delivery and
storage of plasterboard will depend upon the
builder/client providing the plasterer with a
site that is ready to receive the material. The
requirements are clearly described in AWCI’s
OH&S primer It’s not a Board Game –
available from the AWCI office in each State
[go to www.awci.org.au ]




