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A Viewpoint  
 
I was checking through 
some back copies of the 
magazine of our UK sister 
association fpdc- Specialist 
Building Finishes. 
 
This was in part to see what 
their current issues and 
business challenges were. 
And there in the December 
2007 edition I found the 
advertisement that is 
produced below (thanks to 
Specialist Building Finishes) 
 

 
 
There are trade shortages in 
this sector throughout 
Australia, but this advert 
really brought it home to me. 
 
Allen Morley, executive director   

 

 
 
 
AWCI National 
Conference 2008 
 
The planning for the 2008 
AWCI National Conference 
at Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Darling Harbour is advanced 
and the program largely 
locked down. The venue 
location only minutes from 
the foreshore and close to 
Darling Harbour attractions, 
and but a short stroll from 
the CBD shopper’s paradise 
augers well for a memorable 
delegate experience. 
 

 
(Aerial, view of Darling Harbour 

courtesy of Tourism NSW) 

 
The Conference will be from 
28th to 31st October, and will 
feature a full business 
program. Planned social 
experiences will showcase 
Sydney, its magnificent 
Harbour and some man-
made treasures.  
 
Keep an eye on the AWCI 
website www.awci.org.au  
for more details as they 
become available. 
 
Missing Surfaces  
 

Usually this newsletter 
Surfaces  would appear 
monthly except for January. 

 

 
 

That was not possible due to 
a priority focus on finalising 
the submission for our 
national group training 
scheme and my absence on 
leave for much of March. 

Apologies to any Surfaces’  
readers who may have been 
inconvenienced by these 
gaps in ‘production’. 

 
Victorian Conference 
 
AWCI Victoria ran their 
successful State Conference 
at the Four Points Sheraton 
in Geelong, on the 18th and 
19th April 2008. 
 
Geelong is Victoria’s largest 
regional city, about an hour’s 
drive south of Melbourne.   
 
The Conference program 
theme was Acts of God and 
Other Building Blunders. 
Delegates responded 
particularly well to the 
emphasis in the technical 
sessions over the two days 
of conferencing. The social 
activities provided an 
opportunity for a more 
relaxed interaction and 
catching up with friends from 
the industry. 
 
AWCI Vic Secretary Carolyn 
Little said that due to the 
success of the technical 
program that approach 
would for the centrepoint of 
future Victorian 
Conferences. These would 
likely be located within 100 
km of Melbourne to make 
access easier for delegates. 

����������	� � �
… AWCI downunder    Edition No 8 April 2008  



 
 Association of Wall and Ceiling Industries of Aust ralia & New Zealand             e-newsletter April 2008 

Ph: (02) 9806 9541            Fax: (02) 9806 9561         Mob: 0402 577 868  E-mail: info@awci.org.au     

 
 
 
AWCI Group Training 
Scheme 
 
Most AWCI members and 
many Surfaces  readers 
would be aware that AWCI 
has taken the initiative to 
establish its own national 
group training scheme 
(AWCIGTS) for apprentices 
and other trainees.  
 

 
 
Following incorporation of 
the AWCIGTS in June 2007 
the extended process of 
compiling and consolidating 
the material required for 
registration of the scheme 
was undertaken. 
 
In February 2008 the 
submission for registration of 
AWCIGTS in NSW was 
made to the Department of 
Education and Training. It 
comprised a series of 
manuals comprising: 
· Apprentice handbook 
· Quality  
· Corporate governance 
· Employees  
· OH&S, and  
· Risk management. 
 
In addition a business plan, 
HR policies, forms of all 
manner and sorts and a 
completed Compliance 
Assessment Report made 
up the package. In total this 
generated almost 1000 
pages.  
 
Following an internal NSW 

 
 
 
government desk audit 
against national standards 
we are now preparing for the 
on-site audit at the national 
AWCI office on May 9th.  
 
Watch out for more news in 
the next edition of Surfaces. 
 

 

 
US Travel 
 

Following the submission of 
the group training scheme 
material I took some leave 
and travelled to the USA for 
what I hoped would be a 
relaxing break away from 
forms, policies and manuals.  
 
I took the opportunity to 
meet with my counterpart at 
AWCI US, Steve Etkin, in 
West Falls Church on the 
outskirts of Washington DC.  
 
AWCI US’s office boasts an 
impressive display of wall 
and ceiling materials and 
installation mastery.  
 

 
 
(AWCI US reception area, West Falls 

Church offices) 
 
Steve was a very welcoming 
and accommodating host 
and had organised for his 
team to brief me on all  
 

 
 
 
aspects of the Association 
operations.  
 
From Washington DC next 
stop was Las Vegas for the 
AWCI Convention and Intex 
Expo. As only one delegate 
of an almost record 3500 
international attendees and 
US it was a mind boggling 
event. 
 

 
(AWCI Intex Expo) 
 
The trade show was huge 
and buzzing. A couple of 
plaster-related products 
caught my eye as did the fire 
engine red Dodge Viper on 
one of the stands. 
 

 
(AWCI Intex Expo) 
 
From some of the technical 
workshops I identified the 
green environmental push, 
safety and training as the big 
issues in the US wall and 
ceiling industry. 
 
Absolute highlights from the 
trip were my first visit to New 
York City, Las Vegas in its 
many guises and the vistas 
of the Grand Canyon.  
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Insurance Due?  
 
The new strategic 
relationship  
between AWCI and WFI 
(Wesfarmers  
Federation Insurance) 
continues to offer 
considerable benefits 
to AWCI members.  
 
If your insurance is due for 
renewal, check out the 
policies on offer from WFI.  
Remember, these policies 
can be either business or 
personal, or both. 
 

 
 
Simply phone Wesfarmers 
Federation Insurance on 
1300 WFI WFI (1300 934 
934) for the cost of a local 
call.  
Why not call WFI now? 
 
FPDC Appointment  
 
The President of the UK 
Federation of Plastering Dry 
Wall Contractors (fpdc), Mat 
McAdams, announced the 
appointment of Doreen 
Henry as Training Services 
Manager for fpdc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Doreen has developed the 
business plan for the 
proposed FPDC training 
centre.  
 
At a special presentation in 
the City of London earlier 
this year, industry leaders 
outlined details of how they 
intend to create a 'one-stop-
shop' drywall training school 
to recruit and train new 
entrants and also up-skill the 
existing drywall workforce. 
 
Build Adelaide 
 

A new approach to the 
building sector has been 
launched in Adelaide. Called 
Build Adelaide it a one stop 
shop for obtaining 
information about any and all 
aspects of construction. 
�

�
�

There is extensive building 
information including a 
directory, advice to anyone 
considering building and 
contact details. The program 
is supported by major 
suppliers to the industry. 
 
For more details see: 
www.buildadelaide.com.au  

�
And look for the article about 
AWCI’s group training 
scheme under the heading 
tab Articles and Ideas 

�
Regulatory Compliance 
 
A recent rash of regulatory 
deadlines – especially in the 
OH&S area - has seen the 
deadlines for regulatory 
compliance approach  

 
 
rather rapidly. Remember 
the AWCI safety primer It’s 
not a Board Game, which is 
available from your State 
AWCI office (see the contact 
Nos on www.awci.org.au  
 
And remember our strategic 
partner MCA who can assist 
with achieving the required 
compliance status. 
 

 
 
Contact MCA on (02) 9521 
3422 or via their website 
www.melcrook.com.au/servi
ces_ems.asp  
 
National OH&S Review 
Julia Gillard, Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister for 
Education, Minister for 
Employment and Workplace 
Relations, and Minister for 
Social Inclusion has 
announced a National 
Review into Model OH&S) 
Laws. 

 
 
Terms of Reference for the 
Review are quite detailed 
and are available on the 
National OHS Review 
website 
www.nationalohsreview.gov.au 
�
The significant words used 
in the terms of reference are 
model OHS Act, report by 31 
October 2008 and 
harmonisation process. 
 
An issues paper is due out in 
May 2008
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Action at NASH 
 

The national Association of 
Steel-Framed Housing 
(NASH) has for the past 18 
months running a 
benchmarking study of the 
steel framing industry. 
 

 
 
A Benchmarking Workshop 
is to be held in Melbourne 
on Wednesday May 14th 
2008. The main purpose of 
the workshop will be to:  
  
·    Review and discuss 
some of the key findings 
·    Discuss the future 
direction and needs of the 
steel framing industry. 
 
This has implications for the 
wall and ceiling industries 
and AWCI will be attending 
the workshop. 
 
Bits & Pieces 
 
AWCI US Birthday 
 
AWCI Celebrated its 90th 
Anniversary last month  
at  AWCI's Annual 
Convention in Las Vegas.  
 

 
 
Association records 
confirmed that, based on 
attendance numbers, 
AWCI's 2008 convention  

 
 
 
was the second-best 
attended, and second only to 
the 2006 convention in Long 
Beach, California, which had 
3,830 attendees. 
 
Industrial Relations 
Legislation 
 
Australia’s new Federal 
government took its first step 
to reform Australia's 
industrial relations laws by 
tabling the Workplace 
Relations Amendment 
(Transition to Forward with 
Fairness) Bill 2008. 
 
Subject to the position the 
Opposition takes in the 
Senate (which it will continue 
to control until 1 July 2008, 
this Bill may not be passed 
before 1 July, and even then 
the Government would have 
to negotiate its passage. 
 
The Opposition's stance on 
the Bill is not yet clear but 
Julie Bishop shadow 
Minister for Workplace 
Relations has previously 
indicated that she supports  
 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
the retention of AWAs, which 
were first introduced in 1997.  
 

If passed the legislation 
would: 
· End the making of new 

Australian Workplace 
Agreements  

· existing AWAs to run their 
full-term but no later than 
31 December 2012 

· Allows for Interim 
Transitional Employment 
Agreements up to end 
December 2009 

· Only allows businesses 
using AWAs as at 1 
December 2007, to enter 
into ITEAs 

· Sets out a new 'no-
disadvantage test' to apply 
to ITEAs and collective 
agreements 

· Directs the Australian 
Industrial Relations 
Commission to undertake 
the award modernisation 
process.  

· Removes the previous 
Government's Fact Sheet 
requirements on 
employers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AWCI Events in 2008 
 
· AWCI WA Annual Golf Day, 2 May 
· AWCI Qld Annual Golf Day, 10 June 
· National Executive Committee Meeting, 19 June 
· AWCI Qld Fishing Competition, 14 July 
· National Executive Committee Meeting, 21 August 
· AWCI Qld Annual General Meeting, 27 August 
· AWCI National Awards of Excellence entries close 
· AWCI NZ Annual Conference, 5 - 6 September  
· AWCI SA, Annual Golf Day, 12 September  
· AWCI Qld Awards of Excellence, 12 October  
· AWCI WA Annual Ball and Awards, 18 October 
· AWCI Conference, Sydney 28-31 October 
· AWCI SA Annual General Meeting, 17 November 
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