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A Viewpoint

As we moved further into
2009 – does anyone know
who stole January? – the
Victorian bushfire crisis
occupied us all.

I tried to make a contribution
in as practical way as
possible. It was a bit
personal as my sister-in-law
who lives in the Dandenongs
was evacuated twice. The
loss of lives in an area that I
knew well as a kid was
beyond my comprehension.

So I donated some money
and gave some blood. Just
old O Pos, but certainly
welcomed. The blood Bank
here in Sydney was rocking.

The other thing I did was
collect some of my books
and bring them along to
Borders bookstore. They
matched the retail price of
the books, donated up to
$200,000 of that collective
value and sent the books to
those impacted by the fires.

At the same time I was
mindful of those who were
suffering in the Queensland
floods. All in all a strange
weather start to summer.

Allen Morley, executive director

New Plaster Training
Package Now a Reality

In the last two newsletters
AWCI’s efforts toward
having a new apprentice
training program introduced
were described. Now for the
good news.

The new training package
for this sector, known as
CPC31208 - Certificate III -
Wall & Ceiling Lining - has
been officially endorsed and
is ready to go! From here
each individual State
Industry Training Body will
declare implementation, and
national recognition will flow
from that action.

The significance of a new
model for the linings industry
is considerable. A total of 26
units of competency is
required for this Certificate lll
qualification, comprising 19
compulsory units and 7
elective units. The package
directly addresses current
skills shortages and is
consistent with COAG
(Committee of Australian
Governments) objectives.
Compulsory requirements
for this program include
common construction
industry skills plus two
specialist fields of work.

For those looking to become
a part of this industry the

advantages include:

Ç commercial or residential
streaming can be
followed

Ç national recognition will
provide for
standardisation
throughout Australia

Ç portability of the package
enables training and
assessment in all
regions, including
remote areas

Ç this qualification is
recognised within the
Australian Qualifications
Framework

CPC31208 is intended to
replace all previous
plastering-related packages.

Compulsory units of
competency from the
training package include
seven common construction
industry package units, six
specialist wall & ceiling lining
units covering fixing and an
additional six which feature
finishing. A range of seven
commercial site electives –
recommended for licensing
recognition and portability –
plus three electives for
plasterboard handling, and
twenty residential options
are offered in this training.

Following the recent Federal
government decision on
funding the installation of
insulation in some 2.7 million
Australian homes, it is of
interest that one of the
elective units
(CPCCPB3014A) is called
Install batt insulation
products.
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Our National Magazine

Our new communications
vehicle hits the streets in
March. Under the title of On
the Surface, our national
magazine will be available
throughout Australia.

On the Surface will feature:

Ç industry technical and
related matters

Ç information on what State
AWCIs are doing for their
members

Ç some people profiles from
the industry

Ç what’s happening at the
local level

Ç information about the
2009 national conference

Ç a wide range of
international and local
congratulatory messages.

Keep a lookout for the first
edition of On the Surface.

Gauging for No
Arguments

AWCI Victoria has
introduced a novel solution
to problems encountered by
plasterers and builders.

Australia/New Zealand
Standard AS/NZS 2589:
2007 Gypsum Linings –
Applications & Finishing,

sets down tolerances for
plastering work. The set of
gauges can be used to
confirm the job complies with
the Standard. The gauges
are designed for both joints
and angles in installed
plasterboard.

See page 4 of this
newsletter for full details of
the gauges. They can be
purchased from AWCIV,
tel 03 95314703.

AWCIANZ 64th National
Conference

The Event: The 64th

National Conference of the
Association of Wall and
Ceiling Industries of
Australia & New Zealand.
This annual showpiece for
the linings industry is set to
establish new records in the
Conference history.

Hyatt Sanctuary Cove – our
Conference venue

The Location: Australia’s
Gold Coast . Blue skies. An
average of 300 days of
sunshine each year. An
October average maximum
temperature of 250C, with
overnight minima of 150C.
Azure sea on one side of the
golden sands and mountains
to the west. A world-
renowned resort location as
the venue. What more could
be asked for?

Hyatt Regency Sanctuary
Cove, a luxurious, five-star,
hotel, is set in the heart of a
fully integrated resort,
surrounded by sporting and
recreation facilities.

The Program: The
Conference program will be
a move away from the more
technical sessions with
greater involvement of
partners. There will be a fun
Las Vegas night and the
Conference golf tournament
will make a long overdue
reappearance. Our Gala
Dinner and Awards night will
be held at MovieWorld.

MovieWorld gala dinner location

The Industry on Display:
Our suppliers exhibition will
feature both new and
traditional products at the
stands. There will be some
30 exhibitors located
adjacent to the Conference
sessions, with each featuring
something for everyone.

We will be bussing in
tradesmen and apprentices
to ensure that our
sponsoring exhibitors are
exposed to as many from
the industry as possible.

Our own AWCI Apprentices’
demonstration program will
showcase the up and
comers from around
Australia and New Zealand.
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Accommodation:
We have secured a block
booking at special
accommodation-plus-
breakfast rates. Only
bookings made through
Hyatt Regency Sanctuary
Cove will secure these
rates. Delegates wishing to
arrive early or who extend
their stay will enjoy these
same special rates.

Access:
Hyatt Regency Sanctuary
Cove is located mid-way
between Brisbane and
Coolangatta Airports.
Jetstar Qantas, Virgin Blue
and, each service Brisbane
Airport, while Qantas and
Virgin Blue fly into
Coolangatta Airport. It is only
a 50- minute drive from
either airport to Hyatt
Sanctuary Cove.

See www.awci.org.au or
Phone 02 9806 9541 for
more information

Whatever you do in 2009,
you must come to the AWCI
Conference. Remember:
October 13-17th 2009, Hyatt
Regency Sanctuary Cove,
Gold Coast

Superman ride drop at MovieWorld –
not recommended for after the gala
dinner

Changes in Tasmania

AWCI Tasmania celebrated
its annual dinner and
general meeting in February.
The small town of Bridport
on the edge of Bass Strait in
northern Tasmania saw
members arrive for this
celebratory weekend.

A casual meal on Friday
night allowed people
gravitate to the Bridport pub
for a glass of wine and a
meal. Old friendships were
renewed and new ones
started.
started as they mean to
continue.

The Tassie team L to R: Dave
Thomas, Mick Langford, Brian
Huxley, Clinton Steele, Mark Watson
& John Cowley

Saturday morning heralded
the annual meeting, with
some surprise changes
voted in. Incoming President
Mark Watson (Impact
Plaster) and his team Dave
Thomas (Boral – Vice
President), John Cowley
(Cowley’s Interior Supplies –
Treasurer) and Mick
Langford (Secretary). The
members thanked
immediate past president
Clinton Steele (Brock
Plaster) for his commitment
and contribution over many
years. Life Member and
former Secretary Brian
Huxley was thanked for his

important input over the past
two decades and for
delivering a vibrant
association to the new team.

Some golf was played in the
afternoon while others
slipped away to the nearby
Tamar Valley wineries for
inspection tours. The group
reconvened for a delightful
dinner and reminisces of the
day, golf scores, fish caught
and a history of the industry
in Tasmania.
The executive director was
delighted to be a guest for the
weekend program.

Kiwi Action

AWCINZ convened a
meeting of their executive for
February 19th and a high
attendance resulted. The
meeting covered program
activities and received
reports. In addition, there
was an election for AWCINZ
vice president and
consideration of the location
for the AWCIANZ 2010
trans-Tasman conference.

Following a close vote the
President, Dave Martin,
declared Victoria Troake
representing Troake Group
duly elected as vice
president. That appointment
was endorsed by
acclamation from the
meeting attendees.

Then the vote for the 2010
Conference location took
place in a tense atmosphere.
Executive members, aware
of the need for some
conservatism in choice of
location, parried three
locations back and forth. At
this stage a vote was called
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for and, by the closest of
margins, Christchurch was
declared the winner.

AWCINZ president David Martin
congratulates new Vice President
Victoria Troake

Following the meeting the
Conference committee
convened and began the
planning process for the
Conference in October 2010.

Rating a Tradesman

A new service has been
established to enable a
consumer to evaluate a
tradesman for a job. Claimed
to be ‘the first of its kind’ in
Australia this is an online
directory of tradesmen who
have been vetted and rated
by the Trusty Tradesmen
team. Each tradesman has
been subject to at least two
reference checks, with
customers scoring each in
five key areas - service,
punctuality, cost, cleanliness
and quality.

AWCI has no involvement in
or links to the Trusty
Tradesmen team. Members
should check out
www.trustytradesman.com.au

and make their own
decisions regarding this
service.
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AWCI Members: Our
strategic partner MCA

continues to provide services
to AWCI members in the

areas of compliance, OH&S,
business and environment

matters.

Contact MCA on (02) 9521
3422 or via their website

http://www.melcrook.com.au/
services.asp

AWCI Members:
Remember when
considering your

insurance renewal in
2009 to take

advantage of our
partnership with

Simply phone
Wesfarmers
Federation Insurance
on 1300 WFI WFI
(1300 934 934) for the
cost of a local call




