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A Viewpoint

My second home computer
was on its last legs, but |
tried to get one more defrag
from it. Wrong approach.

Therein lay the risk. It
refused to cooperate and
there was nothing that could
be done to overcome that.

So a new desktop PC, and
connections to all the
peripherals. That's when |
found out | could access
neither e-mails nor the
internet.

It took two calls to my
internet service provider to
sort it out. Told that | now
needed a router to link to my
modem, | complied. And
while they could see that |
was connected at their end, |
was not aware of the same
evidence at my end.

Eventually, after adjusting or
resetting every possible
connection, Google was
again on my screen. That
had required a 50 minute
interaction with a young
techie in Auckland. There
will be no more computer
changes for a long time.

Allen Morley, executive director

OUR TRAINING
FRUSTRATION

There is a new training
package ready for our
industry sector.

Its official name is
CPC31208 Certificate lll in
Wall and Ceiling Lining.
Practically it represents a
new career direction for
apprentices and trainees in
wall and ceiling lining.

Industry has contributed
significantly to the
development of CPC31208.
It is more comprehensive,
encompasses a wider range
of areas and offers the
option of a focus upon
residential plastering,
commercial lining and
ceilings or a mix of both.

It will supersede existing, but
dated, training packages
which are still being taught.

CPC31208 is also based
around the new approach to
apprenticeships. There has
been a move away from the
traditional four year
apprenticeship to a
competency-based skills
assessment. Once the new
package is in place the
duration of an
apprenticeship will be
effectively halved.

That is a critical move
forward for this industry
sector. And one that is well
overdue.

Notwithstanding all that, we
are being stymied by a
combination of State
bureaucracies and other
parties who are delaying that
because of vested interests.

This industry wants the
training package introduced.
The Federal Government
supports the package. But,
the States are holding up
CPC31208. It seems that
they don’t want to pay the
costs for its introduction.

AWCI recognises the broad
flexibility this training
package will deliver to all
sectors of our industry, with
the ultimate outcome being a
highly skilled, well-balanced
workforce providing sound
building and construction
practice.

What do we want? Our
training package!
When do we want it?
NOW!

Certificate Ill in Wall &
Ceiling Lining

* An industry package
addressing skill
shortages

* Achieving agreed
Council of Australian
Governments’
objectives

AWCI says Let’s
make it work!
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AGM Outcomes

After elections at the 2008
Annual General meeting the
AWCI Executive Committee
has a new structure.

President: Perry
Richardson
Vice-President: David
Martin

Treasurer: Harry Chudasko
& IPP: Bill Whiddon

State Affiliates:

Les Butterworth (Vic)
Tony Roberts (NSW)
Arthur Savas (QId)
Phil Cooymans (SA)
Kim Prout (WA)
Clinton Steele (Tas)
David Martin (N2)

Incoming President (I) Perry
Richardson recognises retiring
President Bill Whiddon

Corporate Members:
Robert Ferrari (CSR)
Greg Thomas (Boral)
John Harris (Lafarge)
Charlie Young BGC
Plasterboard

Don Pursche (Rondo)
Dan McMillan (James
Hardie).

Congratulations to the new
Committee.

AWCIANZ 63" National
Conference Overview
President Bill Whiddon set
the Conference theme in his
opening address. He invited
executive director Allen

Morley to report on the
status of this association.

He described the major
initiatives achieved over the
past year following decisions
for changes that were
initially made at the 2006
Conference in Perth.
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Desktop planning over lunch

Then Australian Building &
Construction Commission
Assistant Commissioner
Operations, John Draffin,
described the ABCC work
and successes over the last
two years. The message he
delivered to delegates was
reassuring.

Next NASH President, Will
Osmo came from his
hospital bed to bring
members up to date on
NASH activities.

Delegates’ photo at Luna Park

On Day 2 Ric Howard from
the Australian Safety &
Compensation Council
described the various
elements of the new
organisation Safe Work
Australia and illustrated how
harmonisation of OH&S will
occur nationally.

Professor Steve Cowley
from Ballarat University
spoke of the work done in
the safety area and the role
of AWCI in that. He also
reported on studies he is
carrying out on stilts and
panel lifters through grants
obtained by AWCI NSW.

Steve Cowley is safety aware

We then learnt from Harry
Faros and Adam Pascoe
how ABCC investigations
were carried out and
explained the site right of
entry requirements.

There followed a first for a
national conference when
Dennis Hensman from
InBuild Adelaide provided a
video feed to explain his
marketing initiatives in
Adelaide and Sydney.

The afternoon session
rounded out with a specialist
Presentation by Boral’s
Arthur Savas and Jim
Browning on the in-print
publication Trade Guidelines
and Information Guide that
was being produced by
AWCI.

This was followed by an
interesting presentation by
Oliver Ward from Macquarie
Private Wealth on financial
issues.
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Two presentations covering
business communication &
customer relations, and

mens’ health began Day 3.

Martin Grunstein spoke on
consumers and price,
describing value adding to
services and selling peace of
mind.

Garry Egger makes his point

Professor Garry Egger
covered the scope of
nutrition and exercise in a
very interactive session
which was well received by
delegates.

The day was then completed
by a session of
presentations by Mel Crook,
MD of our strategic partner
Mel Crook & Associates;
AWCI national Technical
Director Bernie Biggs on the
national training approach,
and; Paul Stewart from
WorkCover on aspects of
workers compensation.

N N
Mel Crook tells it as it is

That Friday evening
delegates celebrated at the
Conference gala dinner, held
at Dockside, adjacent to
Darling Harbour.

Conference gala dinner crowd

AWCI thanks
all of its
Conference
sponsors for
their support

Honorary Life Membership

One especially pleasant
moment of the gala dinner
was the awarding of
Honorary Life Membership
to Terry Bell from New
Zealand.

Terry was unable to attend
the Conference for health
reasons. His contribution to
AWCI over the past 15 years
has been significant, as has
been his representation of
AWCINZ on the AWCI
Executive Committee.

Kevin Sceats from Winstone
Wallboards had the honour
of accepting the award on
behalf of Terry, and he
spoke of Terry’s commitment

to the industry on both sides
of the Tasman.

Kevin Sceats (r) accepts the Life
Membership Award on Terry
Bell's behalf from AWCI national
President Bill Whiddon

James Hardie National
Awards of Excellence

The National Awards of
Excellence sponsored by
James Hardie were also
presented at the Dinner.

Luke Woods from James
Hardie, announced the
presentations for the four
classifications, with the
category winners being:

Residential
Residence at Swanbourne,
Western Australia
- Designer: Peter Robinson
- Builder: Zorzi Homes
- Contractor: Topline Plaster
Products t/as Boss
Ceilings
- Submitted by Alistair
McKay
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